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of the Great Stupa was supported by internal pillars, and so ' apart-
ments undoubtedly exist within, worthy of being examined/ This
led Mr. Maddock, Political Agent at Bhopal, and Captain Johnson,
his assistant, to excavate the first and second stupas in 1822, when
the whole solid brickwork was found 'without any appearance of
recess or open space of any kind5 (J.A.S.B., IV, 1835, 712).

Lieutenant F. C. Maisey, who had been employed by the Govern-
ment of India to carry on special archaeological work in the Upper
Betwa districts of Central India, prepared in 1849 an illustrated
report on the stupas at Sanchi, their sculptures and inscriptions.
Major (afterwards General Sir) Alexander Cunningham joined
Captain Maisey at Sanchi in 1851. They sank perpendicular shafts
down the middle, not only of one of the three big stupas at Sanchi,
but also of fifty other stupas at Sonari, Satdhara, Pipaliya (Bhojpur)
and Andher for recovering relics enshrined therein.

Before 1851 the western gateway had also fallen. In the preface
to The Bhilsa Topes (1854) Cunningham wrote: 'I would also
venture to recommend that the two fallen gateways of the Sanchi
Tope should be removed to the British Museum, where they would
form the most striking objects in a hall of Indian antiquities/
Cunningham also added that 'their removal to England would
ensure their preservation/ Evidently encouraged by this suggestion,
Napoleon III requested H.H. the Begum of Bhopal to present one
of the Sanchi gateways to be erected in Paris in 1868. The Govern-
ment of India did not approve the removal of any portion of the
Sanchi remains, but deputed Lieutenant H. H. Cole, Superintendent,
Archaeological Survey, North-Western Provinces, to prepare plaster
casts of one of the gateways. Full-size plaster casts of the eastern
gateway are now exhibited in Paris, London, and Edinburgh.

Early in 1880 the Political Agent of Bhopal recommended the
clearance of the vegetation at Sanchi and the erection of the fallen